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Text:

I 
Paul Kammerer 

Paul Kammerer (1880-1926) was an Austrian biologist who devoted his life to collecting 
experimental evidence for Lamarckism. 
Lamarckism is a pre-Darwinian evolutionary theory, now known to be incorrect.   
In 1926, following claims of faked experiments and his career and love-life in tatters, 
Kammerer shot himself.1 

 
simplest and cheapest 
would be 
to use 
my body in a university dissecting room 
 
to render science 
at least 
this small service2 
 
my truth was wrong 
but it was original 
and by no means absurd3 

II 
Karl Popper 

Austrian/British Philosopher (1902-19944) 
it was first in animals 
and then in humans 
that I first observed 
 
the immensely powerful need for regularity 
which makes them seek regularity 
even when there are no regularities5 

                                                 
1 ‘Paul Kammerer’, A Dictionary Of  Scientists, 2nd Edition, Ed. John Daintith, Derek Gjertson (Oxford, 
1999), 290 
2 Text taken from Paul Kammerer’s suicide note in Arthur Koestler The Case Of The Midwife Toad 
(London, 1971), 13 
3 ‘original and by no means absurd’ – quote by Einstein about Kammerer’s book Der Gesetz ser Serie from 
Arthur Koestler The Case Of The Midwife Toad (London, 1971), 139 
4 Ian C. Javie ‘Karl Popper’, Routledge Encyclopaedia Of Philosophy Gen. Ed. Edward Craig, Volume VII 
(New York, 1998), 533 
5 paraphrased from Karl Popper Objective Knowledge (Oxford 1979), 23 



III 
Marie Curie 

Polish Physicist (1867-1934) 
 

Marie Curie (1867-1934) was a physicist known for her pioneering work on radiation. 
No-one at this time knew of the dangers of prolongued exposure to radiation. 
She and her husband and co-worker, Pierre Curie, became the first victims of radiation 
sickness. 
She later developed leukaemia and aplastic anaemia as a result of her work. 
To this day her notebooks are too radiactive to handle.1 
 
Pierre is tired today. 
Pierre is ill. 

IV 
David Hume 

Scottish philosopher (1711-1776) 2  
 
Animals 
as well as 
humans 
learn many things from experience 
 
and infer that 
the same events 
will always follow 
from the same causes 

V 
L.H.C. 

The Large Hadron Collider (L.H.C.) 27km long, particle accelerator built on the outskirts 
of Geneva.   
A small minority of scientists believe that the LHC could create black holes which will 
grow to destroy the Earth. 
Most scientists believe it is safe. 
It will begin working in September 2009. 
 
to be human is to fail. 

                                                 
1 ‘Marie Curie’, A Dictionary Of  Scientists, 2nd Edition, Ed. John Daintith, Derek Gjertson (Oxford, 1999), 
117 
2 Chris Roman, ‘David Hume’The Dictionary Of Important Ideas and Thinkers (London, 2000), 186 


















