
David Pocknee (composition/concept) & Ana Smaragda Lemnaru (visuals/concept) & Leo Svirsky (pianist/concept)

for piano, player-piano, video & electronics
duration: 35mins
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Form Of The Work

I Can Do Better is a work that currently consists of nine sections for di�erent combinations of live pianist, player-piano, video and electronics.
All of the sections follow each other with a small pause that is long enough to indicate a formal division, but not long enough to elicit applause.
The work was �rst performed in Phipps Hall, Hudders�eld University on 25 October 2015.  
The player piano used was Winfried Ritsch’s RHEA system.



Instrumentation

Player Piano - for the opening “Chord Catalogue (Redux)”, not all player-pianos will be suitable.  
The piece requires a player piano which is capable of playing all 88 keys simultaneously, an action not possible, for example, with the Yamaha Disclavier system.
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LAYOUT Description Of Pieces

1. The Chord Catalogue (Redux) - 8mins
 for Jeremiah Runnels and Louis D’Heudieres
An expanded version of  Tom Johnson’s The Chord Catalogue

2. Overture (Jazz Chords) - 3mins

3. A Beethoven Mesostic - 6mins
A musical mesostic created from collaging parts of Beethoven’s 32 
piano sonatas, using a �ve octave ascending chromatic scale as a 
cantus �rmus.

4. For John Baldessari - 1min

5. Augenmusic V: Blooper Reel - 4mins

6. Augenmusik VI: Asch - 7mins

7. A Canon MG3250 Performs Cornelis Cardew’s Treatise - 1min

8. A Chronological Haydn/ Mozart/ Clementi/ Schubert/ Chopin/ 
Schumann/ Liszt/ Brahms/ Faure/ Scriabin/ Debussy/ Satie/ Schoenberg 
Mesostic - 3mins
Another musical mesostic chronologically moving through 294 pieces 
by the composers listed in the title.

9. Anything You Can Do - 1min
 for Annie and her gun
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1. The Chord Catalogue (Redux) - 8mins
 for Jeremiah Runnels and Louis D’Heudieres

icdb_2015-11-04_01a_
chord-catalogue.mid

icdb_2015-11-04_01_chord-catalogue.mp4
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Video

Player-Piano
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1. The Chord Catalogue (Redux) - 8mins
 for Jeremiah Runnels and Louis D’Heudieres

icdb_2015-11-04_01b_chord-catalogue.mid
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2. Overture (Jazz Chords) - 3mins

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture-spk1.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture-spk2.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture-spk3.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture-spk4.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture-spk5.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture.mid

icdb_2015-11-04_02_overture.pdf



3. A Beethoven Mesostic - 6mins
 for Leo Svirsky

A solo piano piece for live pianist.

A musical mesostic created from collaging parts of Beethoven’s 32 piano sonatas, using a �ve octave ascending chromatic 
scale as a cantus �rmus.

Live Piano icdb_2015-11-04_02_beethoven.pdf



4. For John Baldessari - 1min

Video icdb_2015-11-04_04_baldessari.mp4
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5. Augenmusic V: Blooper Reel - 4mins

...05b_blooper.mid...05a_blooper.mid

icdb_2015-11-04_05a_blooper.pdf

icdb_2015-11-04_...

Page 1 (120bpm) Page 2 (96bpm) Page 3 (90bpm)

...05c_blooper.mid ...05d_blooper.mid

Player-Piano
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...05e_blooper.mid

Page 4 (80bpm) Page 5 (72bpm) Page 6 (64bpm)

...05f_blooper.mid ...05g_blooper.mid

Player-Piano

Live Piano

...05h_blooper.mid

Page 7 (60bpm)

Page 8 (48bpm)

...05i_blooper.mid

icdb_2015-11-04_05a_blooper.mid - 120bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05b_blooper.mid - 120bpm rendition & 96bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05c_blooper.mid - 96bpm rendition & 90bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05d_blooper.mid - 90bpm rendition & 80bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05e_blooper.mid - 80bpm rendition & 72bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05f_blooper.mid - 72bpm rendition & 64bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05g_blooper.mid - 64bpm rendition & 60bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05h_blooper.mid - 60bpm rendition & 48bpm count-in
icdb_2015-11-04_05i_blooper.mid - 48bpm rendition



6. Augenmusik VI: Asch - 7mins

icdb_2015-11-04_06_asch.mid

icdb_2015-11-04_06_asch.pdf
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7. A Canon MG3250 Performs Cornelis Cardew’s Treatise - 1min

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.mp4

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.wav

icdb_2015-11-04_07_printer.wav



8. A Chronological Haydn/ Mozart/ Clementi/ Schubert/ Chopin/ Schumann/ Liszt/ Brahms/ Faure/ Scriabin/ Debussy/ 
Satie/ Schoenberg Mesostic - 3mins

Another musical mesostic chronologically moving through 294 pieces by the composers listed in the title.

icdb_2015-11-04_08_chrono-mesostic.midPlayer-Piano



9. Anything You Can Do - 1min
 for Annie and her gun

Player-Piano

Live Piano icdb_2015-11-04_09_anything.pdf

icdb_2015-11-04_09_anything.mid


